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LET F& 


PEOPLE of GREAT BRITAIN, 
ON 


The preſent alarming Cr1s1s. 


Friends end Countrymen, 


OU have had for a long time fre- 
quent warnings, that your exceſ- 
ſive corruption was leading your country 
to approaching ruin : the grand criterion 
is now, I fear, at length, arrived ; for 
by the great number of falſe patriots you 
have had for ſome years paſt to manage 
public affairs, pretending the good of the 
common weal in conducting your national 
intereſts, whilſt their own emoluments 
alone were the primary objects of occu- 
pation in their miniſtry, they have treat- 
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ed you with deceit: and inſtead of 
changing meaſures, have only chang'd 
hands to complete the impious ſcheme ; 
leaving a broken conſtitution ready to fall 
into the hands of the common enemy, to 
finiſh a work of //avery, for you and your 
children to inherit. 


In order to clear up this point beyond 
a doubt, it becomes neceſſary to form a 
a little retroſpection, and to lay before 
you a ſhort narrative of thoſe celebrated 
patriotic miniſters, who, in the begin- 
ning, erected the iniquitous baſis of this 
deſtructive plan: for which purpoſe I 
ſhall date the melancholy zra from the 
traiterous and inglorious peace of Utrecht, 


Our patriotic miniſters of that day, fold 
to old Lewis what his powerful armies 
cou'd not, and were not able to atchieve - 
by the ſword, viz. a ſuperiority over 
Great Britain in her councils and con- 
queſts, as well as thoſe of her allies, by 
which the flood gates of corruption were 
opened, that have ſince, like a torrent, 
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vverflowed our tate in all our negocia- 
tions. 


In this infamous peace was laid the 
foundation of that project which was 
formed by our patriotic miniſters, in 
concert with thoſe of France and Spain, 
to place the Pretender on the throne of 
England, by an invaſion from the latter, 
aſſiſted by the former of theſe two pow- 
ers, the execution of which was provi- 
dentially retarded for ſome time, by the 
death of the Queen, though it took place 
the year following, by the Earl of Mar's 
raiſing a rebellion in Scotland, and the 
Pretender's landing there ſoon after, with 
ſome Spaniſh troops; but the death of 
old Lewis, and the wiſe and prudent 
meaſures of his then gracious majeſty 
George the Firſt, in cultivating a friend 
ſhip, and preſerving a good correſpon- 
dence with the late Duke of Orleans, 
who had prevented ſeveral other embark- 
ations intended to be made in the Pre- 
tender's favour ; the whole ſcheme, by 
theſe means, and the bravery of the 
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Engliſh troops, who march'd to fight 
the rebels and their friends the haughty 
Spaniards, was happily rendered abortive, 
and the Pretender forced to fly in a 
greater hurry than he came. Whether 
the conſequences of our late ignominious 
p—e, with thoſe of a more ſcandalous 
and diſhonourable convention, if poſſi- 
ble, may not, at a convenient opportu- 
nity, produce the ſame or worſe effects, 
as our enemies are now more powerful, 
and more firmly united than at the above 
period, every rational man may gueſs, 
if he will not judge, till time and a woe- 
ful experience convinces. Theſe, how- 
ever, were then the works of our pa- 
triot miniſters, under the foul influence 
of French and Spaniſh corruption, in 
whoſe courts one of the delinquents, 
after flying his country, found a ſafe 
aſylum and ſplendid retreat, being ap- 
pointed Secretary to this very Pretender, 
who had previouſly taken the oaths to 
oppoſe ; a little time will ſhew whether 
the ſame policy is not now on foot. 


Our 
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Our next great patriot was the grand 
corrupter, whoſe wiſdom never extended 
to the leaſt political idea of any foreign 
court: and who, for want of ſpirit, was 
never able to treat with our enemies 


upon equal footing. . 


This grand financiering patriot, by a 


long courſe of mal-ad n both 
at home and abroad, rendered you the 
contempt of France, Spain, and all the 
foreign powers. His peculiar talent was 
only in a modern way of corruption, by 
his ſingular art of financiering ; that is to 
fay, in finding out the intrinſic price of 
every individual that oppoſed his corrupt 


meaſures, in preventing his acceſs to any 
venal boroughs. 


He artfully concluded his bargains on 

your General Elections, to bring ſuch 
repreſentatives into parliament as were 
ready to proſtitute their votes with their 
honour, according as he ſhould dictate ; 
for which the public money was laviſh'd 
with profuſion ; and having thus cor- 
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rupted both conſtituents and repreſenta= 
tives, he ſettled a majority of placemen 


and perfioners in your parliaments, to 


chain and yoke their own poſterity and 
you. 


Seeds of jealouſies and diviſions he ef- 
fectually ſow'd between king and people, 
the conſequences of which had been fa- 
tal to the nation, if they had not been 
timely perceived and prevented, by our 
then moſt gracious Sovereign. 


The corrupter, however, to crown his 
odious ſchemes, loaded your country 
with an innumerable hoſt of exciſemen, 
and other revenue officers, totally unne- 
ceſſary, unleſs to gain votes at elections: 
he negociated the famous Convention 
with Spain, and then by his &ribery ob- 
tained an uncontroulable power in go- 
vernment, by which he eſcaped the pu- 
niſhment due to theſe inglorious and un- 
conſtitutional practices. 


He lifted himſelf up amongſt his peers, 
and 


13 
and left you his prophecy, that when 


your national debt ſhould amount to an 
hundred millions, you would begin to 
dwindle, and fall into ſuch a degeneracy, 
that ſome weak and imperious miniſter 
would make you ſlaves, or elſe that you 
would become a province to your neigb- 
Baurs. 


Oh, Britons ! examine yourſelves, if 
the day is far off; and weigh in the 
ſcales of bribery, perjury, and corrup- 
tion, the A ings this great patriot has 
left you for a legacy; whoſe adminiſtra» 
tion and whoſe memory ought to be de- 
teſted by every honeſt Engliſhman, who 
is defirous or ambitious to ſee our laws, 
and the glorious conſtitution of his coun- 
try, with his own freedom and indepen- 
dence, pure and untainted by ſuch atro- 
cious meaſures. 


I now come to the next junto: A ſet 
of patriotic miniſters of the ſame ſtamp ; 
wherein I ſhall. only dwell on the Two 
Brothers, as . the chief lead in 1 

ad 
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id——n for a much longer time than 
was of any ſervice to your country. 


Common ſenſe, honeſty, and rational 
underſtanding, blended with ſome poli- 
tical knowledge of our national intereſts, 
were neceſſary, at this juncture, to re- 
trieve the errors and reform the pernici- 
ous ſchemes of the two former ad- 


The Two Brothers were eſteemed men 
of parts, and true-born Engliſhmen ; 
but, alas! How frail is human nature ! 
How weak and depraved their endea- 
vours to remedy theſe evils ! 


France and Spain play'd their old 
game with them ; at one period cajoling, 
at another, intimidating, and, at a third, 
cozening : thus, in this round, the poli- 
tical wheel turn'd, whilſt our loving 
Brothers conducted the war with ſuch 
fupineneſs and puſillanimity, that they 
brought diſhonour on a late Engliſh 
Prince, who lov'd his country ; ſacrificed 
him, the — of Hungary, and our al- 

lies, 
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lies, to the ambitious views of our ene- 
mies, and committed other fatal blun- 
ders too many to enumerate ; boldly ad- 
vancing and encreaſing the ſchemes of 
corruption, which had been bequeathed 


them by their predeceſſors in ad n. 


They had, however, a tolerable know- 
ledge to tax you at home, though very 
bad negociators in our national affairs 
abroad: As a ſpecimen of this fact, they 
ſhewed you their ſkill and judgment, 
by the moſt infamous treaty of Aix la 
Chapelle, where they ſent a miniſter, who 
agreed to give up Cape Breton to our 
enemies, the taking of which, in 1749, 
by Sir Peter Warren, had coſt the na- 
tion more than ſufficient purchaſe, by 
blood and treaſure : and again, in 1758, 
much more to retake it, by our fleets and 
armies, under the command of Admiral 
Boſcawen and General Amherſt ; then 
tack'd two notable hoſtages for payment 
of their ignorant and corrupt meaſures ; 
and, leſt they ſhould not be ſufficiently 
conſpicuous on the event of that diſho- 
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nourable and ignoble work, they erected 
a magnificent fire-work, which coſt the 
nation an immenſe ſum, to elucidate the 
greatneſs of their palitics, and made 
great rejoicings, which only ſerved to 
render the weakneſs and folly of their 
ad n more viſible; though intended 
to impoſe on the minds of the people, 
and thoſe who were ſhort-ſighted, to the 
end that the enquiry they dreaded might 
extinguiſh with the artificial 5/aze, whilſt 
our noble pledges remained as priſoners 
in the hands of our enemies, vainly de». 
ploring the diſgrace of their country: 
thus, by the rule of their predeceſſors, 
in having a determin d majority of place - 
men and penſioners, to approve and ap- 
plaud their patriotic government, they 
eſcaped being called to account for their 
iniquitous ad——n, leaving you the 
dupes and laughing-ftock of all the 
powers on the continent, 


Such, my dear countrymen, are the 

national advantages, the delicious fruits 

which are always to be collected from 
the 
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the indefatigable labours of place-men 
and penſioners, in the extenſive field of 


corruption; ever devoted to ſanctify the 
moſt enormous crimes of a wicked 


ad 


The next junto, or coalition of the 
like patriotic m rs, were led by the 
celebrated Renard, the inimitable ſelf- 
financer: this junto, by their dreaming 
and lethargic heads of ſtate, let Minorca 
be taken, facrific'd an admiral becauſe 
you had no navy; or, more properly, 
one ſo weak that it was not in a condi- 
tion to act with effect, by which your 
enemy did what he 'pleas'd; whilſt in 
the unmerited death of a brave man, 
* Galliflioniere made a ſorrowful tri- 


umph. 


The ſyſtem of bribery and corruption 
was now carried as high as at any time 
before, till by ſuch bad meaſures, many 
miſcarriages, and numberleſs neglects, 


* The French Admiral. 
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a general outcry put an end to this ob- 
noxious ad n. But Renard took 
care, by his places and emoluments, to- 
gether with his ſkilful art of ſelf-finan- 
cizing, to raiſe to himſelf and his family 
the greateſt fortune that ever was ſqueez'd 
from the public in ſo ſhort a time, with- 
out doing one good act for the nation, 
and retired at laſt without account ; hav- 
ing run to cover behind the T—n. 


The ſucceeding ad -1 was that 
of the great and glorious Pitt, diſtin- 
guiſhed in the annals of our enemies for 
the many defeats he gave them ; as well 
as thoſe of Great Britain, by ſaving her 
from ruin and worthy relation. 


His views, deſigns, and firmneſs, with 
an underſtanding and ſecrecy peculiar to 
himſelf, retriev'd the ſtrain'd finews of 
his bleeding country, when near expiring. 


He ſhew'd his late M——y, who was 
juſtly and truly beloved by his people, 


(as the preſent æra can teſtify) as well 
bo 
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as his royal father, though both had 


been at other times deceived by the du- 
plicity of mrs, what Britons could, 


and can do for their monarch, when love 

cemented their valour : and how feeble 

. the dependance muſt be of a prince who 

relies on the aſſiſtance of mercenaries, 

compared to the affectionate hearts of his 
faithful Nr. FR 


He ſhew'd foreign powers your weight 
and ſtrength, and made your enemies 
feel the provok'd reſentments of the 
wrongs they had done us, and wanted 
ſtill to impoſe on his country. 


He made the two very courts, which 
had by chicanery and ſuperior ſkill in 
politics, outwitted and rendered con- 
temptible in all their treaties, his prede- 
ceſſors in ad — nn, as is viſible by 
theſe treaties at this day, humble and 
pliant. Thoſe he reduc'd to that neceſ- 
ſity, that they were ready to ſign chart 
blanche : and taught all Europe, I may 
ſay the univerſe, to know what the 
ren gth 
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ſtrength and power of a Britiſh monarch 
and his people can do, when properly 
managed and exerted, with unanimity 
exiſting among them, through the ho- 
neſt and upright conduct of a popular 
mtr, inde nt of the venal voices 
and falſe applauſe of place-men and pen» 

ſioners. | 


But, Britons, how fatal is your bane. 
of corruption ! By ſelling your votes to 
place-men and penſioners, who only buy 
you to ſell you again, you have given up 
the noble character of free Britons, fo 
much honoured, reſpected and admired 
in every part of the globe: with this 
you have created diſtruſt, faction, and 
danger in the grand C of the na- 
tion, by returning ſuch infamous r——s, 


By theſe betrayers of their c——, of 
their own honour, and of your confi- 
dence, (for I will not ſappoſe you knew 
their ſecret, perfidious, mercenary de- 
ſigns) you veſted in an ignorant, inſo- 
lent, preſumptuous man, who was, un- 
fortunately 
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fortunately for this nation, brought into 
public affairs, a power to overturn your 
patriot, in voting a ſwarm of place-men 
and penſioners, at your elections, into 
par———t, the neceſſary auxiliaries for 
carrying into execution the malevolent 
deſigns of a profligate m——r to ruin 

our country, and render you ſlaves to 
his deſpotic rule : loading yourſelves, by 
this infatuation, with unneceflary taxes, 
for re-payment of an hundred thouſand 
times more than you received by intoxi- 
cation, as the wages of his iniquitous 
ſchemes; the ſurplus of which, after 
filling his own coffers, he diſpoſed of as 
he thought fit amongſt his dependents, 
or for other evil purpoſes, in preparing 
for a flight from that country where he 
could not with ſafety remain, by the in- 
juries he had done it, and the oppreſſions 
he had laid on the people; a proviſion 
therefore was neceſſary, though at their 
coſt, 


To overturn your patriot, who had fo 
often overturned your foreign enemies, 
| and 
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and reduced them to ſubmiſſion and beg- 
gary, by his wiſdom and patriotic mini- 


ry, to fave you from ruin, and ſupport 


your rights, was ſurely the higheſt act of 
ingratitude. To pour in a troop of 
place-men and penfioners, to diſtreſs 
him in his good deſigns for your benefit, 
and to oppoſe and oppreſs thoſe great and. 
worthy patriots who ſtood up, and till 
ſtand forth in defence of your freedom 
and liberties, as Engliſhmen, one of 
whom has been almoſt a martyr to mi- 
niſterial vengeance, was ſtill worſe. Your 
patriot never rely'd on, or call'd in place- 
men or penſioners, the horrars of his 
and every honeſt man's mind, to effect 
the national glories of his miniſtry, to 
applaud his actions, or ſkreen him from 
diſgrace and national reſentment, if the 
ſmalleſt charge could have been ſuggeſted 
apainſt his popular meaſures, in the pro- 
ſecution of which, the ſmalleſt veſtige 
could not be trac'd by his moſt ſecret. 
enemies, as nothing but ſucceſs and con- 
queſts attended our fleets and armies 
during his upright ad n. 


To 


men and penſioners into your p 
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To overturn ſuch a patriot, I ſay, by 


ſending into p t ſuch a ſet as never 


diſgraced more effectually a h---e which 
ſhould be revered for national wiſdom, 
integrity, and reſolution, in preſerving 
your rights and liberties, and ſupporting 
and protecting your trade, freedom, and 
conſtitution, againſt a tyrannic and over- 
bearing m——-r, could be owing to no- 
thing leſs than the folly and infatuation 
you were under in being betrayed into 


this grievous misfortune, by the force of 


an almoſt general corruption: for the 
accompliſhment of which the pub/ic mo- 
ey, in other words, your money, was 
wantonly ſquandered to delude and de- 
ceive you; a relation which future ages 
will hardly believe to be the conduct of 
true-born Engliſhmen : Hence I adviſe, 
that you who have ſfinn'd, may fin no more, 
leſt your repentance may come too late. 


But leſt this ſyſtem of bringing place- 
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ſhould not anſwer the intended purpoſes, 
or miſcarry in the progreſs of the in- 
D tended 
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tended project, of ſupporting the petni- 
cious views of a wicked m r, our vi- 
gilant enemies, always attentive to every 
thing they can improve to their own ad- 
vantage, and to diſtreſs this nation, 
added foreign corruption to that which 
was domeſtic, to root your patriot out, 
whoſe power and abilities they had felt 
and dreaded, 


How ſimilar, then, was the caſe of 
your patriot to that of Sir Walter, Ra- 
leigh, I leave you to determine : I ſhall 


only obſerve in this place, that the latter 
loſt his head, after all the ſervices he had 


rendered his country, by the corruption 


of Spaniſh gold; and your glorious patriot 


the power to ſerve you, in your being 
corrupted with the very money which 


your honeſt induſtry has earn'd in the 


ſweat of your brow : both theſe actions 
muſt remain indelible blots on this na- 
tion while hiſtory endureth, eſpecially 
that relevant to Sir Walter, which ſtains 
the Stuarts reign with infamy for ever. 


Thus 


LW. 


Thus you have committed a crime 
againſt your country which finks her into 
ruin, and is now become the ſource of 
all thoſe grievances ſo juſtly felt by you 
in thoſe diſtracted days of diſcontent and 
confuſion, and the very foundation of 
all, the foreign inſults this kingdom has 
lately received and tamely ſubmitted to. 


It is but part of the puniſhment your 
own conduct has brought upon you, 
which will never be remedied but by a 
limitation of place-men and penſioners in 
your future parliaments, with ſevere and 
penal laws to prevent any further cor- 
ruption, 


I fay, from the fall or retirement of 
your great patriot, who finding his coun- 
cils over-rul'd, his weight and intereſt 
over-power'd, he was at laſt obliged to 
ſubmit to terms, which were, from that 
fatal period, inglorious to himſelf, and 
injurious to his country: ſince which, 
your enemies abroad, as well as the ſe- 
cret betrayers of your rights and liberties 
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at home, have conſtantly triumph'd at 
this unwith'd-for event; as the conqueſts 
and victories of the Britiſh arms, under 
n, were extended through- 
out the univerſe; by which France was 
reduced to the loweſt extremity, whilſt 
Spain was crowding all the ſail ſhe could 
make to the gulph of her own deſtruc- 
tion : but this promiſing ſcene of future 
ſucceſs was ſoon chang'd by the weak- 
neſs and treachery of his ſucceſſors. 


No ſooner was the power of ſerving 
his country removed from him, than the 
helm of the ſtate was'graſp'd by a pilot 
who knew not his compaſs, or the eaſy 
courſe he might ſteer to arrive at the 
Cape of Good Hope in ſafety, had he 
continued the line of direction which his 
predeceſſor had laid down and followed. 
The naval preparations and other arma- 
ments of our enemies, were great and 
formidable at this time; the ſecret of 
their deſtination was well preſerved, and 5 
an invaſion would certainly have taken 
place, though the event ſhould prove 

ever 
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ever ſo fatal. The whole was diſcovered 


to the Premier, and that, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as enabled him to ruin France for 
an age to come. The reward of the im- 
portant ſervice of defeating the danger- 
ous enterprize, by diſcovering the whole 
of the defign, and where the enemy 
might be ſurprized and taken, has been 
diſtreſs” and perſecution, with notorious 
fraud, committed by ml authority 
and connivance, on the gentleman who 
rendered this great ſervice to the nation, 
and common juſtice deny'd him therein, 
of which, I believe, we ſhall have-fome 
very intereſting, ſingular, and remarka- 
ble particulars, on propoſitions lately 
made to a Lord in ad n, as it is 
not doubted but a virtuous m——y will 
ſooner or later take place, and redreſs, 
in a ſhort time, all our grievances. A 
coward heart and ignorant head are ſel- 
dom productive of great events: ingra- 
titude, artifice and meanneſs, are the 
firſt bloſſoms that appear when their 
power is rooted. Had the Premier of 
the day but as much military ſkill as a 
| oulitia 
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militia drummer, or as much courage ay 
even a Portugueſe, or the eyes of an 
owl, by their combination he might, if 
he had thought fit, aſſumed on the oc- 
caſion the motto of Cæſar, with pto- 
priety; Veni, vidi, vici. Inſtead of em- 
bracing and purſuing thoſe advantages, 
negociations were ſet on foot for a 
peace: pick and chooſe your mrs 
was the word, and it was with difficul- 
ty any were found to undertake the diſ- 
agreeable taſk. In your negociations 
your enemies took the advantage, as they 
have always done ſince the memorable 
peace firſt above-mentioned, and began 
to play their old pranks : the Spanith 
court immediately juggled in their over- 
tures with the Earl of B-—]I, your 
ambaſſador : Wall, the Spaniſh miniſter, 
took up the cudgel, acting the part of 
the imperious haughty Don, ,and bam- 
boozled your m rs in their negocia- 
tions. 


Monſieur Nivlenoſe, the Bouquet, or 
ſweet- ſcented myrtle of Verſailles, in his 


(a 3 | 
negociations, amuſed our m with 
ſweet words and fine promiſes, accord» 
ing to the mode of his country: and at 
the entertainments which he gave to the 
Engliſh m——rs, when thoſe ſweets did 
not well go down, he never failed high- 
ly to ſeaſon their ragou's with ſalt and 
vinegar, whilſt the chamber was perfu- 
med with the odoriferous ſmell of gun- 
powder ar ſulphur, by which he gained 
his point ; making uſe of theſe words a 
few days before his departure, on talk- 
ing with a gentleman of his own coun- 
try, after dinner: Vous voyez mon cher 
* ami que la paix eſt faite, Eb bien! les 
e Anglois ſout fichu, ils nont que de Sen 
& prendre d, milor B—e.” * You ſee, 
my dear friend, that peace is conclu- 
„ ded: Well, the Engliſh are outwit- 
« ted; if they are angry, it muſt be with 
„Lord B—e.” The other contemptu- 
ous repreſentations he made of the Eng- 
liſh nobility, at Verſailles, after his ar- 
rival there, notwithſtanding their polite- 
neſs to him, and the preſents made to 
him by many of the firſt rank, will be 


ſhewn 
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fhewn on another occaſion. The French- 
man, however, owed moſt of theſe fa- 

- vours to place-men and penſioners. 


Such, countrymen, was almoſt your 
irreparable misfortune, that by the in- 
troduction of one man into power, he 
immediately form'd a corrupt and puſil- 
lanimous m——y, that gave the finiſh- 
ing ſtroke to the moſt glorious æra of 
the Britiſh annals, by patching up the 
moſt infamous, ſcandalous, and inglori- 
ous p—e that ever was fram'd, made; 
or concluded by the weakeſt capacities 
of men, or corrupt beings of human na- 
ture ; almoſt equal to delivering you into 
the hands of the common enemy, whoſe 
continued labours have been fince that 
day, and are actually now employed in 
ll ; forging chains for you, to conſurnmate 
[| their ſcheme of tyranny and oppreſſion 
over a once brave and free people. 


i The peace-maker, though convinced 
| l} that his odious p- e would be damn'd 

if by all the honeſt and independent of the 
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kingdom, had nevertheleſs the art to get 
it applauded by a majority of place-men 
and penſioners ; but unable to withſtand 
the reſentments and outcries of an en- 
rag'd and injur'd people, for this auda- 
cious impoſition, he ſoon after thought 
fit to decamp, leaving his auxiliaries to 
ſupport the infamous p—e, to which 
they had given their higheſt approbation, 
and by which they had rendered them- 
ſelves the abomination of their n 


Oh, Havannah ! Havannah ! Bleod of 
Britons ] Key to the riches and command 
of all the Spaniſh territories in North 
and South America, How att thou loſt ? 
and for what ? 


Oh, Banks of Newfoundland! Thy 
fiſheries how neceſſary to be preſerved, 
thy coaſts kept ſacred, and no loop-holes 
left for thy falſe, perfidious enemy to 
create new quarrels; why not ſacred ? 
and for what expoſed and left open ? 
unleſs to tempt the enemy to enter and 
poſſeſs this invaluable appendage to the 
8 k Britiſh 
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Britiſh crown. What had the enemy to 
return for the conqueſt of Pondicherry, 
equal to the expenceof the blood and trea- 
ſure expended tomake it ours? Infatuated 
Britons! all this is left unpuniſh'd : Why, 
Britons ? by your own venality ; for your 
enemies might have been obliged to have 
ceded to you the conqueſts your arms 
had won, paid you the expences of the 
war, and thank'd you for any peace that 
might be granted them on your own 
terms; had not treachery and cowardice 
betray'd your rights, whilſt corruption 
ranch in your councils and ſenate. 


Thus far has the blood, the conqueſts 
and riches of Great Britain been given up 
by your judicious and ſkilful negocia- 
tors. Examine now what relief of taxes 
your peace has produced, what advanta- 
ges or glory redounded to the nation, 
from this ignominious tranſaction, and 
what encreaſe of revenue, trade, wealth, 
or honour, has been accumulated for our 
king and country, from that period to 
the preſent time. As to my own part, 

I know 
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I know of none; but this I know, that 
many impolitic meaſures have been the 
daily practice to accompliſh your ruin, 
which are viſible to all, except to thoſe 
who have ſold their honour and their 
country for places or penfions, and ſuch 
as depend upon them; as there are none 
ſo blind as thoſe who will not ſee. 


Without any good effect, we have 
had juntos upon juntos of m ig- 
norant of their departments. When a 
few of the noble and ſteady friends of 
the conſtitution, and your common in- 
tereſts, came into play, they were ſoon 
diſmiſſed for oppoſing thoſe meaſures 
that tended to your ruin, by an execra- 
ted leader. ; | 


md 


Coalitions upon coalitions we have 
ſeen attempted upon the ſame plan; ns 
and outs innumerable we have all ſeen, 
to compleat the breaches ignorance or 
defign has created, in negociations and 
unconſtitutional rules of government; 
labouring with unſucceſsful endeavours 
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to ſmother the general and continued 


outeries againſt corruption. Bleſs d with 


ſuch a leader and his partiſans, you are 
ſurely. arrived at the higheſt pitch of 
earthly happineſs, as in none of theſe 
changes any endeavour could prevail to 
change the pernicious ſyſtem for our 
downfal, to impeach defaulters, or point 
out the means for national redreſs or re- 
lief, though the complaints of an inju- 
red and oppreſſed people have never 
ceas'd to require it, 


From the deteſted p—e, you are al- 
ready arrived to the eve of a war, unleſs 
prevented for a few weeks or months, 
by a c——n more infamous and diſho- 
nourable (if poſſible) than that ignomi- 
nious p—e. If the tree is known by its 
fruit, it can be a matter of little doubt, 
but that the peace-maker and conven» 
tion-maker are as near ally'd as the two 
Sofias : the conſequences then of our 
celebrated p—e, and renown'd c-——n, 
ſupported by a fortification of brafs upon 
a ſandy foundation, may, in a few years, 

prove, 


[WV 3 


prove, that, like purloin'd ſheep, we 
may be transferred to other hands, or 
delivered over to the mercileſs knife of 
our foreign and domeſtic butchers, at an 
inconſiderable price. What ſhare place- 
men and penſioners muſt have in ſuch an 
honourable traffic, I ſubmit to your own 
determination, as they are ready to obey 
the command of the dictator, in con- 
demning or / approving : the ground- 
work of the project, you will, in a few 
months, find to be well cemented ; but 
the glory is not for you, it is for your 
enemies, who intend to redreſs your 
grievances their own way. It cannot be 
deny'd, but that your m——rs have ta- 
ken indefatigable pains for you ; that is, 
in ſcattering the ſeeds of diſcontent at 
home and abroad : your colonies are 
neglected and made peeviſh, whilſt your 
ſiſter Ireland is in a ferment: but, ſay 
they, this is caprice, humour, inſolence 
without foundation : the deaf car is 
turn'd, and their lies the redreſs of a 
bleeding country and broken conſtitu- 
tion ; but Brutus is an honourable man. 


The 
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The natural defence of your country 
has not been ſo much as thought of, for 
your navy is at the loweſt ebb, and the 
major part of your ſhips rotten ; num- 
bers of your ſeamen drove by neceſſity 
and other hardſhips into foreign ſervice : 
thoſe at home unwilling to ſerve, from 
bad uſage : your foreign trade gone like 
a bird of paſſage z when it will return, 
neither you or I can tell: the manufac- 
turer and labourer ready to follow it, as 
many have already done; for your taxes 
are high, your poor's rates high; the 
production will be miſery and famine : 
no money, or at leaſt very little, in the 
Treaſury, or to be rais'd above or under 
ground ; the Spaniard will take care you 
ſhall 'have none from their mines, be- 
cauſe you did not come when you ought: 
he is now preparing in every quarter, 
with his old relation of Bourbon, who 
is 'as well pleas'd to ſee your ruin as to 
preſerve his own : the fiddie-ſtring of 
public credit muſt break ; the laws and 
conſtitution are in a manner turn'd top- 
ſy-turvy, condemned murderers pardon- 

| ed, 


K 1 
ed, aſſaſſins protected and encouraged, 
thieves and public robbers conniv'd at, 
and freemen, for trifling or no faults, 
impriſon'd ;| yet Brutus it an honourable 
man. | | . | , 


Place-men and penſioners will ſay, 
they have in no wiſe contributed to theſe 
your calamities ; believe them not; bri- 
bery being the fountain that ſupports the 
prodigality, inſolence and extravagance, 
of the greater part of them, _ 


It is true you have laws that no place- 
men or penſioners ſhall be your repre- 
ſentatives: you evade theſe laws by re- 
choofing them; an expedient broach'd by 
vour late great patriot, the grand cor- 
rupter. Pray when you are ſelling to 
ſuch candidates all that is moſt dear to 
Engliſhmen, throw into the purchaſe 
your wives and children, as the wretch- 
ed ſlaves in Africa do, that you may in- 
herit ſlavery to the higheſt pitch of per- 
fection, and drop the glorious ideas of 
your anceſtors, who fought for liberty, 
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and purchas'd freedom with their blood 
that it may be ſaid of you, what Milton 
expreſſes in the interview between Satan 
Death, and Sin : ©«* Engendering in your 
« bowels a ſet of monſters,” continually 
deſtroying the heart of their mother 
country for their repaſt, 


Awake, then ! awake from your ſtu- 
pid lethargy ! open your eyes, and be 
alarm'd in time at the dangers that 
threaten you, and which are now actually 
carrying on againſt you, by a helliſh 
crew of your ſecret enemies, both fo- 
reign and domeſtic, in the moſt private 
ſchemes, and the moſt ſubtle deſigns that 
imagination can form; ſome of which 
will, I hope, ſoon be brought to light, 
and laid before you. 


Reſolve with one common voice ; and 
as, ©* Salus populi eft ſuprema lex ; that 
is, That your happineſs and ſafety is the 
firſt principle or fundamental law of the 
land, do not admit any man to repreſent 
you in your parliaments, though for the 

moſt 


E -1 
hg venal borough, who is a place-man 
or penſioner ; ſuffer it not, I ſay, if you 
would be free: 


Were you to follow the moſt falutary 
advice; on this intereſting occaſion, you 
would call a general meeting of free- 
holders in your reſpective counties, and 
invite the citizens and burghers, within 
each county, to attend ſuch meetings ; 
who, if not butchers to their country, 

will attend. Reſolve, on ſuch meetings, 
that no venal borough in your county 
ſhall chuſe a place-man or a penſioner. 
Aſk not whoſe eſtate or property the bo- 


trough is, or by or with whoſe intereſt or 


connections it is affected; be that as it 
may, it is ſolely your's for the object in 
queſtion; that is to ſay, to ſecure to - 
yourſelves free and independent parlia- 
ments, according to your conſtitution, 
by chooſing proper repreſentatives. 


Make the candidates, on every- elec- 
tion, take the oaths on the five firſt 
heads of the W conſtitutional bill, or 

F ſecond 
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ſecond Magna Charta of England, which 
has been for ſome months paſt before the 
mr for his peruſal, without his pay- 
ing to it, the proper attention it merited, 
and which is now in the preſs, with the 
national plans annexed to the bill, as 
laid before him : Theſe papers will, in a 
few days, be exhibited to the public for 
their information and inſtruction, with 
intereſting anecdotes touching what paſſed 
on the ſubject, which, it is not doubted, 
will give ſatisfaction to the public, and 
meet their approbation, ſo far as by a 
ſteady purſuit of the national meaſures 
laid down therein, you may be able to 
provide for the ſecurity of yourſelyes 
and your poſterity; in a word, of the 
kingdom in general, by obtaining free 
and independent parliaments, and thoſe 
to be annually choſen. | 


Should the candidate refuſe to take 
the oaths by the bill to be preſcribed, he 
may well be ſuſpected of a want of that 
attachment to the true intereſt of your 
country; ſo neceſſary to be found in an 
inde- 


BS 
independent repreſentative ; ſome honeſt 


Briton will then get on the huſtings, to 


ſerve and repreſent his country, and will 
comply with the terms. 


Attend, therefore, in good numbers 
at all theſe borough elections, according 
to your birth-rights, to regulate and di- 
re& the mode of proceeding in ſuch 
elections, to prevent, as far as poſſible, 
every ſpecies of bribery and corruption : 
for you may be eaſily convinced, that 
the traitor (whether mr or repre- 
ſentative) who buys you, will ſell you, 
with the houſe of Hr in the lump, 
to France, Spain, or any other tyrannic 
power in ſhort, to the power that bids 
moſt, when neceſſity, pinches, or his 
emoluments may be thereby enlarg'd, 
and his private intereſt gratify'd. 


Abhor, therefore, ſuch men as you 
would a plague : do not let them ap- 


proach your elections for any county, 


city, borough, univerſity, or cinque- 
port, but drive them out, as you have 
F 2 done 
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done the wolves, from your country; 
your conſtitution admits it, your laws 
confirm it, your king muſt be pleas d 
with it; for it is the foundation by 
which he reigns and governs : it is this 
alone can render his reign proſperous, 
and the foundation permanent and un- 
ſhaken. | 


Aboliſh vice and corruption amongſt 
yourfelves ; raiſe public virtue once more 
from the languiſhing ſtate in which ſhe 
droops : your country will honour the 
annal in which you have redeem'd, from 
the jaws of deſtruction, the beſt form'd 
goverment that ever was plann d, and 
the riũng generation will bleſs and praiſe 
you. 


Begin, I ſay, to work at this hydra's 
head, and prevent the ſale of your coun- 
try (if it be not too late) by her ſecret 
enemies, who are little ſuſpected. In 
purſuing theſe meaſures, you will diſſi- 
pate thoſe clouds that now cover with 
darkneſs our once bright horizon ; truth 

e will 
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will then make an eaſy and uninterrupt- 
ed approach to the royal ear: the atro- 
cious deſigns and projects of our ene- 
mies will, nay, ſhall be made known, 
though propoſitions for that purpoſe have 
been very lately with indifference treat- 
ed, I ſhould fay with abſolute neglect; 


and thoſe ſchemes ſo ſecretly concerted 


to ruin your ſovereign and you, diſap- 
pointed and defeated. Make your king 
happy, he is a Briton; and make him 
the greateſt monarch on earth, in ſpite 
of oppoſition or mal- ad n; for this 


you can do without the aſſiſtance of 


place-men and penſioners, and none but 
you can crown the work with perfection. 


No grievance can come from your 


ſovereign, if you will be honeſt among 


yourſelves; he will then be great and 
happy ; for he knows you to be a brave 
and generous people, ready to devote 
your lives and fortunes for your prince, 
and form'd by nature for valour, wiſ- 
dom, and virtue, in the moſt hazardous 
enterprizes, where his honour and in- 
tereſt 
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tereſt is in queſtion, or where your 
country calls, 


Avoid, therefore, as much as poſſible, 
all difſention among yourſelves, to diſap- 
point your enemies, who lie on the 
watch to foment them. And beware, 
O freeholders, citizens, and burghers, of 
the important truſt you have undertaken 
to perform ; a truſt of the moſt ſacred 
kind which the ties of nature can im- 
poſe: that is, the duty we owe our 
country never to betray it. Remember 
the great truſt and confidence repoſed in 
you by your countrymen, to chooſe free, 
independent, and unbiafſed men for your 
repreſentatives, | 


No place-men or penſioners are free 
and unbiaſſed; therefore unfit and un- 
qualified to repreſent a free people. 


You impoſe on King, Lords, and 
Commons, if you elect paraſites, or 
murderers and deſtroyers of your coun- 
try : the crime becomes your awn, and 


22 


39 ] 


every puniſhment that can be annexed to 


it, will be but too ſlender. Look back 
into hiſtory, which furniſhes innumera- 
ble inſtances of many great monarchs 
being devoured and deſtroyed by the 
falſchood or flattery of ſycophants, and 
their kingdoms left a prey. By a woe- 
ful experience they have in the end 


found, though too late, that corruption, 


ambition, bribery, and avarice, firſt 
opened the door by which the paracides 
entered, and brought upon them thoſe 
miſeries they carried to the grave. | 


Let ſtate-jobbers be aſk'd, if ever they 
offer to come before you again, at any 
election, why, and for what, they ſpend 
ſuch extravagant ſums, and make ſuch 
profuſe promiſes, to obtain your votes, 
for being your repreſentatives ? and whe- 
ther it be to ſerve you, or themſelves, 
that they diſplay ſuch benevolence and 
generoſity? Who can doubt of the lat- 
ter? Even our foreign enemies are good 
judges. 


Had 
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Had our great and good patriatit 
mts of this century, employed half 
thoſe immenſe ſums of the public mo- 
ney for public utility, which they have 
wantonly laviſh'd in elections to corrupt 
yoters; and ſecure a majority to approve 
their bad meaſures; and. ſkreen them- 
ſelves from juſtice and the people's re- 
ſentment; I lays had they employ'd this 
public money in the ſervice of their 
country, our ſituation at this day would 
not have been ſo deſperate, nor our ho- 
nour to be redeemed at the expence of 
ſo much blood and treaſure, as now be- 
comes needful, by the daring; inſolent; 
and unwarrantable treatment which has 
been lately but deliberately perpetrated; 
by wounding the honour of his majeſfty's 
crown with that of the nation, in ſeizing 
his ſhips, mal-treating his officers and 
ſubjects, plundering his effects, and in- 
ſulting the flag of Great Britain, with 
impunity; acting like pirates in a time 
of profound peace; with all this and 
more, by a haughty, Proud and deſpi- 
rable enemy. 


What 
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What fatisfa&tion his majeſty or the 


nation may receive, for ſuch enormous 


violation of bis rights, for ſuch inſults 
and depredations, will moſt probably 
ſill be left to be determined in ſome 
private treaty, by our kind and indul- 
gent friends and mediators, on the other 
Hide the herring pond, who are preparing 
to do much more for us, as ſoon as they 
are ready; in addition to what they have 
already done, and to teſtify how much 
they love us. 


The public, however, may depend on 


What I here relate to them, as a fact, 
viz. that ſo long ago as July laſt, on the 
news of the above cataſtrophe, applica- 
tion was made by a gentleman, who had 


been informed of the misfortune, to a 


certain Lord in ad. n, praying him 
to give immediate orders to fit out a 
fleet: that ſoon after, ſeveral propoſitions 
were made to his Lordſhip, and plans 
vffered him by the ſame gentleman; for 
effectually taking and reducing certain 
places of great importance belonging to 
G the 
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the enemy; by which repriſals might 
have been then made, the Manilla ran- 
ſom recovered, with other great advan- 
tages to the nation: and the conſequen- 
ces of which, would, with the greateſt 
probability, have humbled directly our 
haughty enemy, and produced a chart 
blanche, inſtead of the wonderful con- 
vention, together with full payment of 
our expences, &c. But theſe intereſting 
propoſals and efforts for the public good, 
made by that gentleman, for the ſucceſs 

of which he offered to pledge himſelf, 
and who had once before ſerved the na- 
tion on a fimilar occaſion, were, to his 
great mortification and amazement, to- 
tally neglected and unattended to; as 
will appear by a detail of the particu- 
lars, and the letters relative to theſe ob- 
jets which will be laid before the pub- 
lic for their information and ſatisfac- 


tion, with other curious anecdotes on the 
ſubject. 


From the foregoing digreſſion, I ſhall 
Row return to my former ſubject, by 
| ſay- 
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faying a few words more to you, my 


good friends and countrymen, with re- 
ſpect to that conduit which it may be 


neceſſary for you further to obſerve, in 


chooſing proper perſons to repreſent you 
at your elections, as the bulwark for 


ſupporting your conſtitution, laws, and 


liberties. 


Let the firſt paſſion you diſcloſe, be 
that of the love of your country : exa- 
mine then with a ſerious attention, and 
with all the powers nature has endowed 
you, into the cauſes of thoſe grievous ca- 
lamities with which you at preſent ſtrug- 
gle, and which threaten the almoſt im- 
mediate ruin of your country ; upon the 
enquiry you will find, that the weight 
of place-men and penſioners, againſt the 


unwearied efforts and labours of your 


patriotic adyocates, who, though hither- 
to in vain, ſtand in the gap to defend 
you, have overpower'd their moſt ſan- 


guine endeavours, and rendered every 


attempt for your happineſs fruitleſs, by 
their book of numbers, in which they 
| G2 exult, 
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_ exult, as if they had gained a triumph 


by vanquiſhing their country; ſo thieves 
rejoice at the deſpoil of the unguarded 
paſſenger, till they are brought to the 
Old Bailey, where they learn repentance, 
when it is too late, with reſpect to their 
proſpects in this life. ; 


Candidates are no candidates for you, 
at your elections, who will not by oath, 
or the moſt inviolable engagements, un- 
dertake or ſwear to endeavour to reſtore 
the ancient conſtitution to its priſtine 
ſtrength and vigour ; to impeach all de- 
linquents and defaulters, even for fixty 
years paſt, to the end that their ill-got- 
ten eſtates, heaped upon the ruin of their 
country, by their bad meaſures and un- 
pardonable conduct, in loading you with 


unncceſſary taxes, and involving the na- 


tion with a debt ſhe is not able to bear; 
may be, in ſome meaſure, ſatisfied, by 
a confiſcation of their eſtates and effects 
they left behind them; in a word, to 
impeach all thoſe who have openly op- 
poſed and prevented the national mea- 
| {ures, 
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ſures, and honeſt propoſitions that have 
been made, for the ſafety, honour, and 
happineſs of your country. 


When you have choſen your repreſen- 
tatives, inſtruct them, and oblige them 
on oath, as above, to endeavour, to the 
utmoſt of their power, to obtain an act 
for annual parliaments, according to your 
old conſtitution; by a repeal of the ſep- 
tennial act, as alſo the act of Queen 
Ann, called the Qualification Act, by 
which rich men in land are only qualified 
to be choſen. This mode of chooſing 
repreſentatives was never thought of, or 
ſo much as ſurmiſed; in your conſtitu- 
tion. Your wiſe anceſtors, knowing and 

foreſeeing that fools and knaves were and 


wou'd be always found, as well among - 


rich men in land, as among the poorer 
ſort of inhabitants, and that wiſdom, 
honeſty, and a difintereſted love of their 
country, were the beſt recommendations 
and pretenſions that men could poſſeſs 


for this important charge, never ſo much 
as dream'd of excluding ſuch perſons ; 


for 
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for if a repreſentation of the people 
ſhould be continu'd, confin'd, and limit- 
ed much longer to the landed intereſt 
only, as it now ſtands, the conſtituents 
in time muſt become ſlaves to their re- 
preſentatives, and your condition as de- 
plorable as that of the inhabitants of 


Poland under their tyrannic lords and 


maſters, call'd their nobles, to the im- 
minent danger of your king and coun- 
try, by falling into an ariſtocratical go- 
vernment, inſtead of a monarchical. 


You will then chuſe men of wealth, 
underſtanding and probity; men who 
have a clear and juſt knowledge of the 
true intereſt, trade, and manufaQtures of 
your reſpeCtive counties, and kingdom in 
general: men reſiding in your own 
counties, if poſſible, who ſpecifically 
know the peculiar intereſts of their con- 
ſtituents; theſe are the men to be rely'd 


ou; ſuch repreſentatives will bring no 


infamy on your choice, or any expence 
on government; nor will they create 


faction or diſtruſt, to diſturb the royal 


Car; 
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ear; or load you with unneceſſary taxes, 
with a view to participate therein, for 
ſupporting their luxury, pride, and ex- 
travagance; but, as honeſt men and faith- 
ful ſervants to their king and their con- 
ſtituents, will accelerate the paſſing into 
a law the grand Conſtitutional Bill, or 
ſecond Magna Charta before-mentioned. 


As the defign of this bill is for to 
eſtabliſh national union and happineſs, 
to eſtabliſh a ſuperior navy at little or 
no expence to the people, to reduce ex- 
orbitant and unneceſſary taxes, and en- 
creaſe public and private wealth, with 
univerſal trade, and other popular bene- 
fits and advantages, little doubt remains 
but it will merit your attention and ap- 
probation, with your beſt endeavours tc 
get it paſſed into a law; you will then 
be freed from place-men and penſioners. 
Locuſts of every kind tarniſh the bright- 
_ eſt diadem, eat up the ſweets of induſtry, 
leaving the honeſt farmer or labourer to 
withered leaves or chaff, for the ſubſiſt - 
ence of himſelf and his family. 
"220 | Towards 
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Towards the more ſpeedy and effec- 


as the intent and ſcope of it is the hap- 
pineſs and proſperity of king and peo- 
ple, as I have before ſpecified, I ſhould 
again recommend it to you to call a ge- 
neral meeting of the freeholders of each 
county, to conſider the advantages pro- 
poſed by the bill, which if you ſhould 
approve, to frame an humble addreſs or 
remonſtrance to the throne ; then incloſe 
this addreſs or remonſtrance to each 
city and borough within each county, for 
their approbation ; inviting them to at- 
tend you on a day to be appointed for 
another county meeting, to take the 
matter once more into conſideration j 
then begin to ſign your remonſtrance or 
addreſs in manner following, viz. A. B. 


freeholder; C. D. citizen; F. G. burgher; 


by this mode you will have the county 


united in one common addreſs, which 
will ſhew your ſovereign the ſenſe of all 
his people; conveying it to the royal 
preſence in the ſtrongeſt terms of duty, 
reſpect, affection, and ſubmiſhon, that 

can 


8 

ran be expreſſed, with your faithful and 
inviolable aſſurances of your being ready 
to ſtake and expoſe your lives and for- 
tunes in ſupport of his juſt rights, againſt 
either foreign or domeſtic enemies 
praying a diſſolution of the preſent 
p———t, and a redreſs of thoſe grie- 
vances which have ſo loudly echoed 
throughout his kingdoms, to he great 
joy and ſatisfaction of the enemies of his 
crown and illuſtrious houſe, eſtabliſh'd 
on the throne of theſe realms, in deſpite 
of all the combinations and confedera- 
cies; powets, ſchemes, or projects, that 
France, Spain, and their adherents toge- 
ther united, could, in their diabolical 


machinations of invaſions and rebellions, 
ever concert, 


His royal heart, ever ready to liſten, 
as well as to conſider and telieve the juſt 

complaints and diſtreſſes of his oppreſſed 
ſubjects, will weigh and reflect on his 
own with the national intereſts, and ad- 
vantages reſulting from a compliance | 
with your ſupplications ; for, in conſi- 
H dering 


1 


dering the ſubjects, (promiſcuouſly or 
indiſcriminately taken) he will find the 
concluſion the ſame, viz. that his glory 
and happineſs, and thoſe of his ſubjects, 
are ſo blended and interwoven together, 
as to become inſeparable ; and the ob- 
jects for uniting and confirming them, 
invariable, if the conſtitution is ſupport- 
ed and maintained pure and with vigour. 


The wiſeſt and happieſt of your kings 
have laid this precedent down as a maxim, 
by which they happily govern'd : hence 
they gain'd the hearts of their ſubjects, 
and the command of their lives and for- 
tunes. It has been, in following this 
rule, they vanquiſhed their enemies, by 
defeating their ſchemes and attempts to 
cultivate and foment thoſe projets of 
diſcontent and ſedition among the 

ple, with a view to depoſe or dethrone 
the beſt ſovercigns that have ſway'd the 
Britiſh ſceptre, 


This conſtitution of your's is therefore 
the fortreſs which defends both king and 


ag 
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people againſt all the combined powers 
of the univerſe: if violated, or any 
breaches made in it, the entrance will, 
by degrees, in a ſhort time become fa- 
miliar and eaſy ; your enemies will avail 
themſelves of your folly, and overturn 
your boaſted fortification ; they will poſ- 
ſeſs themſelves of it by ſtorm, or per- 
haps ſword in hand, without leaving you 


the ſmalleſt remains of it to repair or 
9 on. 


Prepare then for tyranny and wooden 
ſhoes, ſubmit to the yoke of ſlavery, and 
bid adieu for ever to your bulwark, 
which has been no leſs the admiration 
and envy of all other nations, than their 
dread and terror : many are the attempts 
that have been hitherto made to deſtroy 
it, even by ſome of our own princes, 
aſſiſted by the political ſchemes and la- 
bours of France, in expending large ſums 
to divide the people, and raiſe jealouſies 
and diſcontents between them and their 
ſovereigns, in order to introduce arbitra- 
ry and deſpotic power, as the annals of 
H 2 Rich- 
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| Richlieu and Mazarine, with thoſe of 


their ſucceſſors, evidently ſhew : theſe 
ſchemes, tho' fruitleſs, at length brought 
on thoſe troubles which were ſpread 
throughout the kingdom, in the unhap- 
py reigns of Charles and James, and re- 
duced thoſe kings to that deplorable ſtate 


in which their melancholy days were 


finiſhed, without effecting their deſigns; 
for it is morally impoſſible to deſtroy this 


glorious ſhield of national defence, unleſs 


you put your hands to the work your- 
ſelves, by bribery and corruption, with 
the aid of place-men and penfioners, 


who will vote away your liberties with 


the hopes of becoming your maſters, 
and afterward dictate to their ſovereign, 
according to their own good will and 
pleaſure ; had thoſe princes ſtuck by the 
conſtitution, their fate had been dif- 


ferent, 


Regard, I pray you, the heads of this 
grand Conſtitutional Bill, the paſſing of 
which into a law, will annihilate thoſe 
evils, prove a bar to all the —_ 
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that may be in agitation to deprive you 
of your freedom and independence, as 
well as to the ambitious views of your 
domeſtic or foreign foes. 


Your fleets maintained without er · 
pence, and deſtin' d, as therein ſpecify 'd, 
will humble your enemies, and give you 


univerſal trade, 


Your taxes may be, without prejudice 
to his majeſty's revenue, reduced, your 
ſeamen well provided for, and a ſufficient 
number always ready to man your fleets, 
at a call; the debt of the nation dimi- 
niſh'd, and other benefits to you, which 
will render you a flouriſhing people, and 
your ſovereign happy and great in your 
love and affections, whilſt his exchequer 
abounds with wealth and riches. 


All this can be done, all this will be 
done, without inconvenience, hardſhip, 
or burthen on you, ſhould the bill above- 
mentioned take place as a law. The 
threats and menaces of inv on will then 


ccaſe, 
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ceaſe, or evaporate like ſmoke ; without 
any other conſequence, but, like the 
cries of a ſkreech owl, to frighten your 
children, or to keep old women awake; 
for the empire of the ſeas has always 
been your's, and ſtill muſt be your's, if 
fleets are kept up, as I mention; fo that 
if our friendly neighbours ſhould attempt 
to pay us a viſit, without your invitation, 
the only trouble and expence you can be 
at, on the occaſion, will be the trouble 
of taking their thips, and bringing them 
into port; and as to the expence, it will 
only be to equip them with cork jackets, 
and ſend them back Ae oy the ſame 
channel they came. 


, , 


As for your inhoſpitable friends Don 
Franciſco Buccarelli, and Ignacio Ma- 
dariaga, now of Falkland Iſland Dons, 
who, in the time of the greateſt harmo- 
ny and friendſhip, were fo rude as to 
kick us out of doors, leaving us a con- 
vention, I ſhould ſay a bone of conten- 
tion, to exiſt on. Their incivility with 
the laws and rules of hoſpitality, which 


they 


{ 5s J 
they have violated ; and the Lex talioniss 


which ſhould follow, will, I find, be 
treated of in another publication. 


True it is, that we are told we may 
go there again; but what ſecurity have 
we to aſſure us of a kind reception, or 


of our quiet and peaceable poſſeſſion and 


enjoyment of what has been ſo audaci- 
ouſly taken from us by force; or whe- 
ther, upon our arriving there, we may 
not meet with a more unfavourable treat- 
ment for our preſumption, than that 

which we received on their arrival. For 
my own part, I am of opinion, and I 
think you will concur with me in the 
idea, that our treatment would be rather 
worſe. Pray therefore your Sovereign to 
grant you a diſſolution of the preſent 
p———t, and a redreſs of thoſe grievan- 
ces which have ſo loudly echoed through- 
out his kingdoms, and which the enemies 
of his crown and illuſtrious houſe have 
moſt heartily rejoiced at, 


| His royal heart, ever ready to liſten, 
as well to relieve and conſider the com- 
plaints 
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plaints and diſtreſſes of his oppreſſed 
ſubjects, will weigh and reflect on the 
national intereſts reſulting from a com- 
pliance with your ſupplications. 


The world knows, that, according to the 
conſtitution of England, which has for 
ages paſt remained as an impregnable rock 
againſt the utmoſt efforts of every foreign 
power unſhaken, is nothing more than a 
folemn compact between king and people, 
for the mutual happineſs and ſupport of 
both ; it has never been violated or in- 
fringed by you, nor your oaths of alle- 
giance, or your attachment, ever queſ- 
tioned and doubted, or your integrity 
ſuſpected, by forgetting the oaths you 
have in duty and affection taken to your 
lawful Sovereign, in any defection or act 


of rebellion towards his crown or family. 


Your Sovereigh has, on bis part, like 
other kings his predeceſſors, amidſt the 
acclamations and rejoicings of thouſands 
of his moſt affectionate ſubjects, and in 
the preſence of his clergy and others, in 

” 2 
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the moſt ſolemn manner ſworn at the 
altar, in the preſence of the divine God 
his protector, in the words following: 
„That he will grant and keep upon his 
% oath, the laws and cuſtoms to them 
% granted (meaning his people) by the 
„ kings of England, agreeing to the an- 
10 cient cuſtom of this realm, to keep 
* peace and godly agreement, according 
* to his power; and to cauſe law, ju- 
t« ſtice, and diſcretion, in mercy and 
s truth; to be executed in all his judg- 


t ments.” 


Fear not then that your Sovereign will be 
diſpleaſed or offended at your approach, in 
humbly repreſenting to him the cauſes of 
your complaints and grievances; for it is 
only by ſuch repreſentation, and an en- 
quiry into them, he can fulfil his religi- 
ous and ſolemn engagement, to cauſe 
law, juſtice, and diſcretion; in mercy 
and truth, to be retidered ; and to grant 
and keep the laws and cuſtoms granted 
to the people of England, by himſelf 
and the kings his predeceſſors, by conſi- 
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1 
dering your grievances and diſtreſſes, 


which you will, in the above manner, 


dutifully lay at the foot of his throne for 
redreſs. 


His royal virtues are too eminently 
diſtinguiſh'd, and his religious mind but 
too well known' to give you the leaſt 
doubt, but that he will with patience 
give attention to your complaints, and 
maintain your rights, in preventing all 
encroachments made upon them and 
your conſtitution, by a full and ample 
redreſs of thoſe grievances you ſet forth, 


by reſtoring the old conſtitution, and ex- 


cluding place-men and penfioners from 
ſeats in your grand afſembly, as repre- 
ſentatives of a free people ; thus uniting 
that force, ſtrength, and power of his 
ſubjects to the crown, which forms the 
conſtitution in its full ſplendor and glory; 
placing the compact between king and 
people, on ſuch ground as even earth- 
quakes can't remove, but which will 
ſhake the family compact of Bourbon, 
overturn the baſis of that formidable 
edifice, 


= = 


edifice, and render the ſecret projects, 
which are yet in the hidden womb of 
the curſed conſtruction, conceal'd and 


impenetrable, till time ripens them for 
execution. 


His Majeſty will ſee, by a compliance 
with your Remonſtrance on the above 
matters, how eaſy it is to remedy 
your juſt complaints and grievances ; 
with what eaſe he can prevent the diſ- 
contents and diviſions which are ſpread 
throughout this kingdom, and prevent, 
on future elections, the evil conſequen- 
ces attending the return of place-men 
and penſioners as repreſentatives of his 
free people, how eaſily he may fill his 
exchequer, preſerve the love of his ſub- 
jects, and defeat all oppoſition and party - 
faction at home, as well as the malevo- 
lent deſigns of his foreign enemies, to 
diſturb his royal mind, or his lawful and 
rightful poſſeſſions: fear not to approach 
him in numbers, and enter his houſe in 
peace and humility, as you do your 


churches, the reſidence of the Almighty, 
whoſe 
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whoſe vicegerent he is on earth ; fie wall 
hear your prayers, attend to your ſuppli- 
cations, and grant you relief for the hap- 
pineſs of his kingdoms. His own great- 
neſs, power, grandeur, and proſperity, of 
thoſe of his royal poſterity, are only to 
be found in thoſe reſources which flow 
from the hearts of a faithful, generous, 


brave, and loyal people; and this, * 


this your Sovereign can do, by ſaying, I 
will have no place-men or penſioners in 
my. parh to SPORE A. a free people, 
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